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If I made you feel second best

Girl, I’m sorry I was blind

You were always online

- ELVIS 2019

‘You were always online’ drags online sexual harassment out of private 
inboxes and onto the pages of this zine, airing the messages publicly for 
the world to see. 
 
Why? 
 
Because the idea that women should ‘shrug off ’ virtual violence is 
insidious. As well as normalising abuse, it places the onus on women to 
deal with the violent behaviour that they are subjected to, rather than 
addressing those who are responsible.
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I   Foreword

Foreword03I

In many ways, the Internet has opened up alternative ways of being and 
the possibility for new kinds of narratives; social media has given a voice 
to those who are underrepresented. Though time and again we see the 
Internet hijiacked by the same tired pricks intent on reinforcing dominant 
ideals. 

The sexual nature of these messages, from revenge porn to cyber stalking, 
attempt to demean women through objectification and act as virtual 
silencing mechanisms, narrowing the potential for a wide range of voices 
to be heard on digital platforms. In re-contextualising these instances of 
abuse, we seek to de-weaponise them.
 
This is not about shaming men (none of the names have been released) 
but it’s about using humour to deal with that unpleasant side of the 
internet. Call it gallows humour for all the dick pics and insults. 

The zine also documents the way women share their negative online 
experiences with one another and hopes to make evident that these 
words never stay private. It is non-profit but all of our contributors have 
been paid - part of this project is about turning these vile (and at times 
humorous) messages into something positive: more paid work for women!
 
You were always online includes contributions from Jade Jackman, 
Perwana, Ella Jay Taylor, Ella Plevin, Ana Valens, Heidi Darveaux, Ella 
Oliver Hewitt and Olympia Vlas. 

  - GRACE  S.
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Jade Jackman is an emerging filmmaker who is interested in women’s 
rights / representation. She is signed to Black Dog Films.

Some days, I think about you. I think about you and I wish I’d bitten off 
your tongue. Even now, the thought of it’s forceful pressure can cause 
a shiver. Worse still than the act of these unexpected and announced 
moments of sexual harassment are their regularity; out with your friends, 
when you walk home, in your own bed, 1 in 5 women since the age of 
16… 11 rapes of adults alone, in the United Kingdom every hour. As the 
statistics continue so do the thoughts that swirl around your head. If you 
are like me, you might wonder, are women to ever catch a break?
 
In some ways, it seems that the Internet has afforded women and other 
survivors of sexual violence this chance. Borrowing from the phrase of 
solidarity used by Tarana Burke, the #MeToo movement began in October 
2017. It was brought into the mainstream as a declaration against sexual 
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harassment, especially in the workplace, and popularised by actresses 
speaking out against Harvey Weinstein. In Latin America, they have 
their own called #NiUnaMenos. For slightly different motives, the social 
media campaign was born from protestations over the murder of 14-year-
old Chiara Paez. Paez was found buried underneath her boyfriend’s 
house beaten to death and a few weeks pregnant. Around the region, the 
hashtag became a rallying cry against femicide and has defined itself 
as a movement against ‘machista violencia’. The Internet then, enables 
consciousness raising and offers space for resistance. Yet, unfortunately, 
this isn’t the whole story.
 
With the ease of the Internet, there comes an air of entitlement. This 
should hardly come as a surprise; men act is if they own public space. 
From the amount of women who have experienced street harassment, to 
our woeful lack of representation in public office, public life is presented 
as men’s domain. The Internet becomes an extension of this. For 
example, we can look at Wikipedia. According to research, it appears that 
less than 20% of Wikipedia biographies feature women. To rectify this, 
organisations such as Amnesty International and the BBC have thrown 
hackathons to equalise gender representation on the Internet. To some, 
this might seem quite distinct from digitalised sexual harassment and 
abuse. Yet, violence against women has a context allowing for it to be so 
prevalent.
 
I’m a filmmaker; I exist in the world of images and visuals. So, you 
might say I am biased in my deeply held belief that representation 
matters. In 2016, women accounted for less than 40% of speaking 
roles in Hollywood. When this statistic is broken down to account for 
representations of women of colour, the results are even worse. Then 
still, the Bechdel test was created to ensure that these female characters 
were conversing over something unrelated to men. When you place online 
harassment of women in this context, you have to wonder whether men’s 
perspectives are built to be so warped that they cannot imagine women 
existing for any other purpose than for their own gratification. And, for 
me and many of my friends, our online experience reflects this.
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As I mentioned earlier, the Internet has provided a platform for women to 
represent and celebrate themselves. However, this is not without reprisal. 
Our selfies, sexy or otherwise, taken as an invite… and, sometimes, they 
are just that. We may want to say we are here, we are hot and we look 
good. But, if someone doesn’t reply to you, it doesn’t mean that you 
should just continue until we are forced to take notice or respond out of 
frustration. In my own experience, the uninvited messenger wants just 
that and the immediacy of online can make it almost unbearable.

To a lot of people, this rejection or even having this discussion causes 
me to read as aggressive or humourless. Quite the contrary, the bizarre 
messages ranging from unsolicited dick pics and strange chat-up lines 
can be a source of amusement and solidarity between women and guys 
who get it. But, other days, these messages become part of a myriad of 
ways in which women feel as if they don’t have control or autonomy 
over their interactions. What is terrifying and upsetting is that online 
behaviours seem to replicate and regurgitate the un-consensual attitude 
many show towards femme identifying bodies in ‘real life’. Rather than 
seeing this as a continuum, we are meant to shrug them off and not take 
them seriously… because just switch off, it is just online, right?
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PERWANA

What if?

The What ifs of life haunt us, perhaps not permeating into the minutes 
and hours of the everyday, but in the moments inbetween, where we 
sense a foreboding foreshadowing of potentials. That’s where the (thinly-
layered, sometimes merely to put one at ease) Just in case comes in….
just in case. 

But that’s exactly the point. You’ve got the What if, you anticipate the 
potential What if, and you must, society expects it and asserts it, actively 
work to prevent the What if. But What if you don’t know the What if? 

What kind of Just in case comes in when we venture towards the digital, 
the virtual and free reigning void?

Told to cover up on the streets, carry pepper spray at night, and always 
have a charged phone as rape, catcalling, and harassment take no days 
off and wear plenty of masks. Can I cover up the trauma, spray away the 
violation, and call for back up online? Send an IP address to Magdalena? 
Can she? Can they?

Hidden behind numbers and underscores, unasked-for lovers type away 
their lustful emails, unsolicited sexts, and sour, stomach-lurching 
nothings in the DMs. 

PERWANA is a writer based in the USA.

On the phone the other day with Magdalena, I told her about this new 
potential lover I met last Sunday. A painter?—enunciation on the a, I 
could tell she was rolling her eyes through the phone. Ay chica, okay, 
have fun, be safe. 

2 days later I meet with my painter, but send over the address to 
Magdalena beforehand. 

Just in case. 
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I’ve got firewall protection on my computer, private social media 
accounts, and a 2-year old fruit sticker, rounding at the edges, but surely 
covering my laptop camera, and yet I still find the occasional middle-
aged man proposing to me via Facebook messenger—my “exotic” eyes, 
from what they can see of an unclickable profile picture zoomed in, 
surely, low resolution, pixelated-plenty on screen, could kill a man. 
Times like these, one really wishes they could. 

Messages tinged with erect phallic symbolism from a long ago classmate, 
it’s impressive how the internet allows for the poetry in (eggplant emoji) 
(water droplets emoji) (water droplets emoji) (water droplets emoji) to 
seep through, uninvited and barging through. Utter romance. 

Call me a prude, but I don’t want to deal with beckons to play out strange 
harem, orientalist fantasies. Particularly ones that quickly escalate to 
other-ing my body and desires—outside of the fuckable range, that is—
when I don’t answer (or not) satisfactorily. It’s a bit unnerving dealing 
with these situations that often occur when one is seemingly alone, in an 
intimate space—suddenly, being online one is placed in a public arena 
or, rather, an arena where even acquaintances believe they are entitled to 
harass and make advances of a sexual nature. 

And one is always online these days. 

The amount of What ifs I can now think of in the wide open, vast 
unknown regions of the virtual world make my brain hurt, makes me feel 
numb. 

Especially those I can’t.

What if?What if? 1817
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ELLA is a freelance writer and editor living in London.

Online sexual harassment is pervasive and the impact is tangible. 
Although it may seem less serious in comparison to harassment which 
happens in person, online invasions of personal space and the policing of 
your body on a public platform, can have serious consequences on mental 
health. What’s more, the highly public nature of social media means that 
often these interactions play out in a humiliatingly open setting. 

Even though many platforms allow you to limit these interactions through 
privacy measures such as private profiles and post approval, this doesn’t 
stop online sexual harassment from happening. When it comes down to it, 
you can’t always control what people say about you or to you, which is 
the same offline of course. However, sexual harassment which takes place 
in offline spaces is not searchable in the same way and doesn’t usually 
remain preserved for the world to see. Thus, the anxiety of something 
playing out in online spheres can be huge. You’re left wondering which of 
your family or friends or followers witnessed that interaction, wondering 
who has seen something awful written about you or to you and consumed 
it like any other piece of information on the internet.
 
Similar to street harassment, online sexual harassment isn’t actually 
about love or sex; it’s about power. Whether it’s sliding into your 
DMs, commenting on a photo or @ing you, these interactions demand 
a response, often resulting in rage and abuse if ignored. “Hey sweetie”, 
“Don’t you wanna talk?” can quickly become “whatevs you’re ugly 
anyway”, “stuck up bitch”, “slut”, “whore”…etc. Such unsolicited and 
sexually explicit messages may come from men you know, friends of 
friends or men you have never met, but they are frequent. Most of the 
women I know can list countless examples of sexual harassment in 
various forms, particularly in online spaces.
 
For women of colour (WoC), instances of harassment and abuse are 
often racialised and sexualised in the same breath, informed by racist 
stereotypes of sexuality which can be traced back to colonialism. 
Constructions of race and gender are essential to maintaining difference 
and privilege, which underpinned a key aspect of colonial thought. 
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These systems of oppression persist today. As bell hooks discusses in 
the chapter Eating the Other, such stereotypes mean WoC are frequently 
labelled ‘exotic’ and hyper-sexualised, presented as an experience to 
be consumed. For example, the white American man who coyly told 
me he had “never slept with an Indian girl before” chose to sexualise 
a particular part of my ethnicity, selectively ignoring the British and 
Pakistani elements of my heritage. This was likely a means of appealing 
to stereotypes of exotic India; a representation which persists in 
contemporary conceptions of the region long after independence from 
colonial occupation. 
 
If online spaces sustain colonial logics, they are also central to the 
reproduction of British national identity as distinctively white. Common 
perceptions of Britishness are often structured around whiteness, which 
excludes People of Colour (PoC) by default. The idea that because you 
are not white you are not really British is commonplace, and this is 
frequently asserted in public spaces both online and offline. Thus, WoC 
can often be marked as different or other and experience harassment 
which is racialised as well as sexualised, or sexualised precisely because 
it is racialised. For WoC, your identity is regularly interrogated from a 
number of angles. The question “but where are you really from?” (read: 
why aren’t you white?) is a regular occurrence, and failure to explain 
yourself can quickly escalate to full blown anger from the interrogator 
due to the perceived withholding of information. It’s not uncommon 
for interactions to go from standardly boring chat to exoticism, anger 
or racism within a few minutes. For example, when a white man asked 
me where I was from and was dissatisfied with my initial answer of 
‘London’ he probed further, asking “but where did you get your lovely 
skin?” - overtly sexualising my supposed exoticism. Although this whole 
interaction is vastly inappropriate and intrusive, it is also extremely 
common. Strangers often feel like they have the right to question my 
belonging in this country and this is frequently coupled with unwanted 
sexual advances. As we know, such interactions are not limited to 
physical spaces and people can often be even more brazen when 
interrogating you online.

 
From a personal perspective, I probably let more things slide than I 
actually should. Although in an ideal world I would challenge these 
interactions whenever they happen, the reality is that personal safety 
and avoiding conflict is factored into the daily lives of many WoC, and 
navigating online spaces is no different. You don’t always have the energy 
to contest these interactions and deal with the subsequent repercussions. 
When someone slides into my DMs asking where I am from and saying 
I look ‘exotic’, it is much easier to shrug them off, ignore or block them 
than to try and instigate a conversation which interrogates constructions 
of race and gender in the hope that it leads to some sort of reformed 
behaviour.
 
That said, I am also aware that it is crucially important that we do have 
these conversations. We need to be critical of exoticism and challenge 
racialised sexual stereotypes in line with confronting other forms of 
sexual harassment – online as well as offline. Critiques of inequality and 
awareness of sexual harassment, as well as all forms of sexual violence, 
should permeate mainstream media, and awareness should lead to action. 
Increased understanding of the variety of ways that racism and sexism 
play out must be commonplace, and self-reflection and improvement is 
key.
 
What’s more, online platforms must continue to take responsibility for 
abuse that happens within them, introducing policies and measures which 
are built to prevent harassment rather than permit it. In a world where the 
ways in which women are routinely policed and harassed is continuously 
evolving as technology develops, it is essential that this behaviour be 
treated with the seriousness it deserves.
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Ella Plevin is a writer and stylist based in London. She is a contributing editor at 
Spike Art Quarterly for whom she writes a monthly column, ‘Now Zero’.

I can only speak to my own experience and it’s framework, which is to say I have 
not been overwhelmingly targeted and besides I am and am not a woman. I have 
breasts and ovaries and live my life being called she but is that really even a full 
enough definition? Must I limit myself to this? The conversation is fraught and I find 
as much comfort in definitions of personhood offered by men who live as men, as 
from my own biological label. Much more so actually: “I’d rather be a forest than a 
street”.

The word digital comes from the latin for finger. The word online is more 
complicated.  ‘On’ is a preposition meaning being connected to a broader whole 
as in ‘being’, or ‘in the state of being active, functioning or operating’. It is 
a connective. ‘Line’ comes from a merger of Middle English and Old French 
summoning of flax, ropes, cables, cords and strings. The concept invokes a being, 
but an entangled being. I think of cyberfeminist Sadie Plant’s “strings of inseparable 
sisters”. 

So then, along with these strings of inseparable male sisters before me, I refuse to 
be a woman online. And any interactions I have, well I refuse to contextualise them 
as being had with men or women or anything else.

Instagram - @plella
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and finally made his sex known. He is calling this a ‘new start.’” Granted, Ashcraft’s 
future articles on Satou improved significantly. Yet I can’t help but think his slip-up is 
part of a longer legacy in gaming. 
 
In the ‘90s, Adult adventure game Leisure Suit Larry 6 turned its trans character 
Shablee into a predator that sexually assaults the main character against his will as a 
punchline. And in more recent years, Atlus’ platformer Catherine introduced a new 
character that appears to draw on trans panic tropes about being “trapped” into having 
sex with a transgender woman. In reality, the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey reveals 
that 37 percent of transgender women report being sexually assaulted in their lifetime. 
I didn’t realise it as a kid flipping through PlayStation Magazine, but with a new sense 
of awareness as both a queer woman and a feminist, it seems that gaming has a larger 
problem with transgender women. And believe me, I should know. Now that I work in 
the industry, I’ve seen it firsthand.
 
In early 2018, sexual misconduct allegations came out against Atari founder Nolan 
Bushnell. At the time, Bushnell was set to receive the Pioneer Award from the Game 
Developers Conference for his work in the gaming industry. But the GDC pulled the 
award amid complaints that he created a workplace that objectified women, from hot 
tub parties to employees codenaming games after women they were sexually attracted 
to in the office. “UBM: don’t give the Pioneer award to anyone this year,” game 
designer Elizabeth Sampat tweeted in late January. “Or rather, award it symbolically 
to all of the women who built this industry and are no longer here, in large part due to 
men like this.”
 
Defending Bushnell quickly became a rallying point for #GamerGate, an infamous 
predecessor to the alt-right with a history  of harassing women in the gaming industry. 
One writer who notoriously writes pieces that align with #GamerGate’s beliefs 
decided to weigh in on the controversy with an article that was far from balanced. 
In this article he cherry picked interviews with women who worked at Atari to paint 
Bushnell’s critics in a negative light. I disagreed and publicly criticised his article on 
Twitter. He replied. And that’s when the harassment began.
 
But it was when #GamerGate realised I am a transgender woman that the movement’s 
supporters really came out against me in full force.”You know, I know this isn’t 
popular to say, but I’m really tired of these trannies lecturing me about ‘living life as a 
woman,’” one person commented on Reddit. Another Reddit user called me “Michael 
Cera in a wig.” A third said I was a “tranny,” because “she looks like one” and “acts 
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Ana Valens is a games journalist for Dot Esports’ and is based in 
Brooklyn, NYC.

I always wanted to be a gaming journalist. I started reading PlayStation Magazine 
when I was just a few years old, and by the time I hit high school, I eagerly checked 
sites like Kotaku and the now-defunct Joystiq every single day for the latest news. I’ll 
admit, I was obsessed. I even fantasised about writing my own reviews and opinion 
pieces.
 
Yet for all the nostalgia I have about gaming journalism, there’s parts of its past that 
are hard to ignore. Like in 2010, when Kotaku’s Brian Ashcraft wrote a piece about 
Kayo Satou, a transgender Japanese media personality, Street Fighter IV player, 
and cosplayer. He called it “Believe It Or Not, You Are Looking At Three Dudes”. 
“Thing is, she is a he,” Ashcraft wrote. “Kayo has come out to her magazine editors 
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like one.” And on Twitter, one person claimed I was simply “pretending to be” a 
woman. “Men telling women what to do is wrong, until they slap on some lipgloss and 
suddenly they are womener than women, so we should shut the fuck up and let them 
use us to get their way.” 
 

Meanwhile, my Twitter notifications remained flooded with endless tweets from 
#GamerGate throwing anything and everything at me. Insults, gaslighting and 
transphobia endlessly hit my notifications inbox. It was like an avalanche, and 
eventually I had to mute messages from non-followers. But even then, the onslaught 
sent me into a panic, distracting me from my work as I nervously wondered what to do.
 
If you were to ask the dozens upon dozens of #GamerGate supporters that descended 
on me, I’m sure they wouldn’t fess up to what they actually did. They’d portray their 
actions in a positive light. They’d say they wanted a dialogue. A discussion. They 
were entitled to criticise the critic. After all, they’d tell you “she” tweeted on a public 
platform. “She” better be prepared for any backlash. That’s bullshit.
 
Whether #GamerGate’s Twitter users are willing to admit it or not, repeatedly flooding 
a trans woman’s Twitter notifications with endless ad hominems because she is a trans 
woman is most definitely sexual harassment. It’s in the definition: the American Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission calls sexual harassment both “unwelcome 
sexual advances” as well as “offensive remarks about a person’s sex,” along with 
demeaning behaviour that is “so frequent or severe that it creates a hostile or offensive 
work environment.” When #GamerGate descended on me, I knew I had to hunker 
down and show a brave face. But deep down, I was panicking. The sheer anxiety and 
lack of control made me jittery, nervous, and sweat profusely. I felt deeply intimidated. 
 
I suspect that this was part of the point. It’s obvious that the online abuse I received 
from #GamerGate’s wasn’t just about my opinions on Bushnell; by mobbing me and 
targeting my gender, #GamerGate were not only trying silence me, they were actively 
sending a message to other transgender women not to speak out. The only way to deal 
with harassment, trans women in gaming often realise, is to simply keep our heads 
down and prevent our work from standing out to the cis boys that run the internet and 
fear we’re ruining their fun.

I wish I could say that it’s going to get better, or I came out alright from dealing with 
harassment in gaming. But I can’t. Worst of all, some small part of me believed all 
those harassing voices might be true. Maybe I am ugly. Maybe I am a hack. Maybe I 
just want attention. Maybe I am a gross “tranny” who doesn’t deserve to call herself a 
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woman. Deep down, I know it’s not true. But sometimes it’s hard to feel at home in 
gaming, especially when gamers feel like they own you and can push you around as 
they please. 

I no longer want to feel like I work in this industry as a hostage. I want to be free. But 
I can’t fix this alone. I can only speak out and let my voice be heard, hoping someone 
else is willing to help us create a better future where trans women don’t have to worry 
about being targeted online for simply being themselves.

Twitter -  @SpaceDoctorPhD

https://twitter.com/SpaceDoctorPhD
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Chad the session musician has been talking to a girl online. After his 
daily fix of new pieces (Guardian Opinion section), he finds himself in 
the comments region of her pictures. A prolific commenter catches his 
eye. Chad’s imagination runs away with him... 

User _673 sits at home on an adjustable pleather seat, off white. 
Blue light casts a shadow over one side of his face, a reflection of his 
computer screen can be seen on the other: 45 minutes of distorted eBay 
searches and a concentrated but brief Youporn stint through the left eye 
of his glasses. 

Exhausted, he checks his socials. Zero notifications. 

Countless inbox refreshes and a diet coke later, and still the looming 
word…  

Seen
Seen
Seen

He presses play on Elvis’ greatest hits and types away. 
“Dumb slut your ugly not replyinn to me???”

Disgusted by the image he’s created of User _673, Chad snaps back to 
reality. He checks Discogs and replies to some work emails. 

2 days later the girl online replies to one of his stories - a video of his 
cat. 
“Complete disdain for humanity?”

Chad replies.
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VIII      Kale

BY - Hey wanna have a slap battle?

Are your parents ok?

(Sent a photo) 

(Allow messages to view this photo)

I

Love 

You

That’s 3 words don’t dir 

Die 

My wiener is not circumcised. I would send you a pic 

but you’re not gonna open it 

I sent a pic of my cig and my ash tray 

I’ll probably go knock on your door soon

Tmrw maybe 

viii

I wanna see you 

Honestly do what you want. Everything is like whatever at this 

point 

But I would like to see you when I ring your door 

Kale okay not that Word

Tbh I’m a motherfucking G. Don’t test me please. I’ve been 

through a lot the last couple years since I’ve been back from

university of Richmond 

To be honest .

Don’t go to schools 

My parents told me I am moving to 5 Merrimac near Sierra Vista 

or something. I’ll tell you the exact address soon

When I was in elementary/middle school. I used to watch Friends 

(Jennifer Anniston) over and over and over. 

I probably watched the entire show from first episode to last 

episode . 

Tbh I’m a motherfucking G. Don’t test me please

Come on. Let’s fight 

Do you clean out your butthole?

I do. My friend Steve told Mae 

Due I’m not gonna scream 

What do you mean by that 

Oh okay

Due you better not be a virgin 

If you bleed when we do 

Imma slap you 

Whaaaaat 

43
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Cmon 

I’m tripping on a lot of balls right now 

Kk? 

KK?

?!?

Oh ya bebiii

Hey can you come to me?

Sorry I’m really lost right now 

I don’t know what I’m doing 

I wake up and I’m like… what have I done 

Every day 

Do you know whats going on? Why are you on the music video???

Why am I on tv

Well it’s cuz we’re good but I didn’t know we were good enough to be on tv 

radio 

Yo I feel like I’m higher than god rn 

You’re the prettiest star

But I think I like men like Kenny Jenner or like little girls 

Cuz I’m not really normal size you know

Please stop. I do not know who you are. You are scaring me 

                                                                                              Seen

So how you doin 

No sex! 

Nvm 

Nvm

Never mind

Never mind 

Omg I won’t slap you okay 

That’s harsh 

That’s cold 



Heidi Darveaux is a BDSM consultant, Dominatrix and artist based in Los 
Angeles.

I would like to preface that the following views are from my experience as a 
female Dominant in the BDSM community. My experiences may differ from 
others within the sex worker (SWer) community such as cam models, strippers/
burlesque performers, porn actors, phone sex operators in addition to others. 
I am not attempting to speak for anyone else, these views are my own.

In February and March 2018 a packaged bill called SESTA/FOSTA passed 
in the House and the Senate. The passing of FOSTA (Fight Online Sex 
Trafficking Act), and SESTA (Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers Act)  was 
described as a victory for the fight against sex trafficking, unfortunately they 
are not what they seem. SESTA/FOSTA operate on the premise that online 
platforms are accountable for what their users post. These platforms, such 
as Twitter and Instagram, are handed the impossible task of monitoring the 
content of millions of users. In order to fall in line with the new restrictions, 
Instagram and Twitter have started to edit and censor their users’ accounts. 
Besides this being a gross misstep against free speech and a win for online 
censorship, they are further marginalising the marginalised and pushing sex 
traffickers further underground.

The consequences of SESTA/FOSTA have profoundly affected the well-
being, livelihood, and personal safety of SWers, as a large part of this 
community uses online networking to screen clients for their safety. I believe 
the misguided support and passing of these laws is rooted in the same stigma 
that allows online harassment (of both SWers, non-SWer women and others 
susceptible to online harassment) to continue. Policing this is primarily done 
by bots and algorithms searching for keywords and terms that do not take 
into account the nuanced nature of our community. Certain hashtags are being 
shadow-banned (#internationalsexworkersday #stripperlife), and accounts that 
discuss and address sexual health amongst many of the marginalised parts 
of the community (eg. trans and queer individuals both in and out of the sex 
industry) are being closed and blocked. As a preventative measure, Craigslist 
shut down its ‘personals’ section. Many SWers used this part of Craigslist to 
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advertise and screen clients independently as an alternative to other means 
which would make them susceptible to theft, violence, rape and murder.

These laws are vaguely worded and it is unclear how they directly target sex 
trafficking or how they offer help to any of those forced into the sex trade. 
In the eyes of these new laws, consensual SWers and those who are being 
trafficked against their will are one and the same, in other words ‘sex work = 
bad’, even if it is consensual. I can already anticipate greater repercussions 
down the road because these new laws will further entrench sex work in this 
stigma. The stigma is what I believe allows individuals to rationalise their own 
actions when they harass and target SWers and under a larger umbrella, women 
and other marginalized people. It is the foundation online predators operate 
from. This scenario reiterates the need to decriminalise sex work in order to 
help remove the stigma surrounding the activities of consenting adults. When 
your occupation is criminalised, you are forced to operate outside of society’s 
legal norms. This affects your access to relevant healthcare, information and 
community. In turn, the general public is conditioned to see these people as 
less deserving of the same rights as everyone else. Such prejudice is reaffirmed 
by how SWers are depicted in the media, these stereotypes often show us as 
poorly educated/unintelligent and presumes we are in the sex work industry 
as a direct result of abuse (this completely negates the fact that sex work can 
be both empowering and a means of healing to some survivors of abuse). The 
dehumanisation of SWers operates under a misogynistic narrative which is 
exacerbated even more for SWers that are part of the LGBTQ community and/
or are POC who already deal with prejudice and discrimination on a daily 
basis.

We must agree that modern media now includes social media. Twitter accounts 
and tweets are regularly referenced and legitimised on CNN and other 
reputable news sources. The same online platforms politicians currently use 
freely are now forcing SWers to edit themselves at the risk of having their 
accounts deleted. They are no longer able to share their experiences and lives 
in real and truthful ways. Online predators also believe that their targets don’t 
deserve a voice. If SWers assert themselves, online predators will attempt to 
dehumanize them through harassment in order to keep them in their socially-
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UPDATE: June 28th, 2018
A lawsuit was filed by the EFF (Electronic Frontier Foundation) in an effort 
to have SESTA/FOSTA declared unconstitutional. The Foundation represents 
individuals Eric Koszyk and Alex Andrews in support of the Woodhull 
Freedom Foundation as well as Human Rights Watch and Internet Archive. 
Andrews’ legal declaration and an article on the EFF’s stance are accessible at 
the links below-
 
https://www.eff.org/document/declaration-alex-andrews-support-
woodhull-et-al-motion-preliminary-injunction
 
https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2018/06/eff-sues-invalidate-fosta-
unconstitutional-internet-censorship-law

www.HEIDIDARVEAUX.com

constructed sub-caste. Online harassment is a straightforward and worryingly 
easy way to attempt such a toxic feat. These platforms are inadequately 
equipped to hold these harassers accountable. A fellow Dominatrix spoke 
to me of Instagram’s response and lack of action when she tried to report 
messages of harassment that she’d received. She stated, “When reporting a 
message, sexual harassment isn’t covered under bullying or hate speech which 
are the categories Instagram claims they take seriously. I’ve tried to report 
this under these categories but got replies back saying they found nothing 
wrong with the messages (they were dick pics from strangers). I have reported 
this under the (‘Nudity or Pornography’) section too, but as far as I know, 
they don’t do anything about it. I feel they should have their own ‘sexual 
harassment’ category, take it seriously and ban the IP addresses of repeat 
offenders. It’s really scary how they do nothing about it considering it’s illegal 
sexual harassment, not to mention all the underage girls using Instagram who 
are subject to this too.” The adults who are celebrating their lives, bodies 
and sexuality are being persecuted while online predators are free to target 
and harass as they please. Currently, she is faced with no other option except 
to continue to report this when it happens, and hope Instagram changes its 
protocol in the future. 

Social media can be viewed as a superficial platform but for SWers it is 
essential for community and support, especially for those who do not live in 
large cities and who identify as LGBTQ, a group at high risk of suicide. For 
many, community saves lives. The censoring of these platforms is an attempt 
to disempower and quiet. If things do not change, the image of the SWer 
will still be the battered, one-dimensional, dysfunctional victim portrayed 
by fictional characters and created by people who have no experience in the 
industry. In reality some of the most hyper intelligent, ethically responsible 
and admirable people I know are SWers. Some of my own mentors and 
teachers in this industry hold PHDs, are raising families, running businesses 
and are consistently giving back to other communities as well as their own. It 
is essential for us to speak and share our experiences. It is necessary to reshape 
the commonly held view of sex work. A voice is essential to identity… and 
a worthy cause to fight for. We must continue to speak out against those who 
would silence us by reframing our identities with slurs, demeaning imagery 
and tools rooted in misogyny and fear.

Sesta-Fosta
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resources

TROLL BUSTERS 
Online pest control for journalists.

http://troll-busters.com

CRASH OVERRIDE NETWORK
Crash override is a crisis helpline, advocacy group and resource centre for people 

who are experiencing online abuse.
http://www.crashoverridenetwork.com

GENDER IT
Provides a space for reflection, influence and advocacy on internet policy in relation 

to the rights and demands of women, trans and gender diverse people.
https://www.genderit.org

THE FEMINIST INTERNET
Mission: to advance internet equalities for women and other marginalised groups 

through creative, critical practice. 
https://www.feministinternet.com

THE FLESHLIGHT CHRONICLES 
“To be honest, you can’t not laugh at the shit that happens on Tinder” 

https://www.instagram.com/thefleshlightchronicles/?hl=en

http://troll-busters.com
http://www.crashoverridenetwork.com
https://www.genderit.org
https://www.feministinternet.com
https://www.instagram.com/thefleshlightchronicles/?hl=en

